been subjected to political interference.
Science and government have become so thoroughly intermixed in the past 15 years that it is hard to know where the one begins and the other leaves off. How to manage this marriage of necessity has become of concern recently to many thoughtful men. Reasoned consideration of these problems has not been aided by the abrupt action taken by Secretary Weeks. The National Bureau of Standards, center of much basic research as well as military and atomic development, has long served as consultant and advisor to other Government agencies on technical matters within its purview. In this capacity it tested a commercial preparation, AD-X2, allegedly effective in prolonging the life of storage batteries. The Bureau found the preparation without practical effectiveness and so reported. Other Government agencies acted on these findings and took steps which the manufacturer regarded as prejudicial and damaging to his interests.
His Although some damage has been done which cannot be undone, nevertheless it seems reasonably clear that understandings now exist and that steps are being taken which will go far to avoid further trouble. In particular, the Visiting Committee to the Secretary of Commerce for the Bureau has now been asked to meet with the Secretary to discuss the efficiency of the scientific work of the Bureau; and a committee has been established to study the present situation in its general administrative aspects.
In this whole difficulty it is important to recognize that the battery additive matter can only be regarded as minor. The important issue here is the fact that the independence of the scientist in his findings has been challenged, that a gross injustice has been done, and that scientific work in the government has been placed in jeopardy. Cable address: ADvANcEscI.
